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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, MAHARASHTRA.

New Administrative Building, Opposite Mantralaya,
Madam Cama Road, Mumbai 400 G32.
Dated the 31st March 2008.

Order.

ManuARASHTRA ELECTION SYMBGLS (RESERVATION AND ALLOTMENT) ORDER, 2009,
An order to provide for reservation and allotment of symbols. for the elections tﬂ Panchayats
and Municipalities constituted under Part-IX and IX-A of the Constitution of India.

No. SEC/RPP-2009/CR-49/D-11.—Whereas, the superintendence, direction and control of all
elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities in the State are vedted in the State Election
Commission, Maharashtra by the Constitution of India ;

And whereas, in the interest-of holding elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities in the
‘State and Conduct of such elections in free, fair, transparent and effcient manner, it was expedient
to provide for. certain matters incidental to the specification, reservation, chaice and sllotment of
symbuols for political parties and for matters connected therewith and therefore; the State Eiection
Commigsion, Maharashtra by it’s Order No. SEC/GEN-2000/CR-60/T)-10, dated the 29th Septembor
2006 as amended form time to time, made certain provisions with regard to reservation and
allotment of symbols for the elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities ;

And whereas, the Commission is satisfied that it is expedient to amend the said Drder

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Article 243-K and 243-ZA of the
Constitution of India, Tead with section 9A of the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads and Panchayat
Samitis Act, 1961 (Mah. V of 1962 ) and sub-rule {1} of rule 15A of the Maharashira Zilla Parishads
(Electoral Divisions and Conduet of Elections ) Rules, 1962 and sub-rule (1) of rule 15A of the
Maharashtra Panchayat Samitis {Electoral Cﬂllegﬂs and Conduet of Elections) Rules, 1962
siih-section {4) of Section 184 of the Mumbai Municipal Corporation Act, 1888 { Bom. I1l of 1888 3,
sub-section {4) of Section 14 of the Bombay Provincial Municipal Corporations Act, 1949 { Bom.
LLX of 1949 ), sub-section {4} of section 9B of the City of Nagpur Corporation Act, 1948 (C. P. and
Berar II of 1950} and sub-sectiens (4) of section 10A of the Maharashira Municipal Councils, Nagar
. Panchayats and Industrial Townships Act, 1965, read with sub-rule (1} of rule 16 of the Maharashtra
. Muhicipal Countils and Nagar Panchayais Election Rules, 1966 and of all other powers enabling
it in this behalf and in superseseion of it’s all previcus orders’ regarding the reservation and
allotment of aymbols in the elections to the Zilla Parishads, Panchayat Samitis, Municipal
Corporations, Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats in the State, the State Election
Commigsion, Maharashtra, hereby makes the following order :—

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement.—(1) This Order may be called”
the Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment.) Order, 2009. .

(23 It extends to whole of the State of Maharashtra and applies in relation to elections to
Zilla Parishads, Panchayat Samitis, Mummpal Corporations, Mumclpal Councils and Nagar
Panchayats.

(3) It shall come into-force on the date of it's puhhcatmn in t.he Official Gazette.

2. Definitions and Interpretation.—In this Order, unless the context, otherwise
requires, —

(11 “ commmission  means the Btate-Flection Commission, Maharashtra constituted under
Article 243-K and 243-ZA of the Constitution of India ;

(2) “ constituency ” mesans an electoral division of the Zilla Pl]I'lShﬂ.d electm*al college of
the Panchayat Samiti, ward of the Mummpal Carporation, the Municipal Cau.mnl or the Nagar
Panchayat, as the case may be ;

. (3)* conteited election ” means an election or hye—electmn in an electoral division of the
Zilla Palrishad,-electoral college of the Panchayat Samiti, ward of the Mummpal Corporation,
-, the Municipal Council or the Nagar’ Panchayat where poll is taken ;
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(4) “ election ” means general eloction or byc-election te which this Order applies ;

{(5) “ general election ” means any general ele;:'tinn, held after the commencement of this
Order, for the purpose of constituting a Zilla Parishad, Panchayat Samiti, Munici pal Corporation,
Municipal Council or Nagar Panchayat in the State

{6} *local body ” means,—

{e} a Ziila Parishad or a Panchayat Samiti constituted undef the Maharashtra Zilla
Parishads and Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961: _ !

(b)a Municipal Council or Nagar Panchayal constituted under the Maharashtra Municipal
Councils, Nagar Panchayats and Industrial Townships Aect, 1965 ;

(e} Mumbai Municipal Corporation constituted under the Mumbai Municipal Corporation
Act, 1888 ; .

(d} Nagpur Municipal Corporation cornstituted under the City of Nagpur Corporation
Act, 148 ; ar _ _ : _ :

{(e) any other Corporation constituted under the Bombay Provincial Municipal
Corporations Act, 1949 ;

{7) ¥ recognized political party” means & political party recognised as a National Party or as
a State Party under the Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968, as amended
from time to time, issued by the Election Commission of India and which is also registered with
the State Election Comraizsion ; _ -

{8) © registered political party ™ means an association or body of individual citizens of India
registered with the State Election Commission ; _

(9  Words and expressions used but not defined in this Order but defined in the relevant
Acts governing the elections to a local body ar the ruleg made thereunder ghall have the meanings
respectively assigned to them in the relevant Acts and Rules.

3.  Allotment of symbols.—In every contestod election, a symbo] shall be allotted to a
contesting carididate accordance with the provisions of this Order and different symbuols shall be
allotted to different candidates contesting an election in the same constituency.

4, Classification of symbols.—(1) For the purpose of this Order, symbals shall be either -
reserved or free; _ . _ : _ _

(2) Save as otherwise provided in this Order, & reserved symbol i3 a symbel which is reserved
for a recognised, political party for exclusive allotmenti to contesting candidates set up by that
parfy ; _ : .

.(3} All symbols other than reserved symbols are free symbols.

5. Classification of registered political parties.—For the purposes of this Order and
for such other purposes as the Commission may specify as and when necessity therefor arises,
political parties are either recognised pelitica] parties or unrecognised political parties..

For the purposcs of this Order an “un-recognised political part,y”_meéns a party registered
with the Commission other than a recognised political party. _ _

6. Choice of symbol by candidates of National and State Parties and allotment
thereof.—(1) A candidate set up by a recognised National Party at any election to the local badies
in the Stute shall choose, and shall be allotted, the symbol reserved for that party hy the Election
Commission of India and ne other symbaol, '

(2} A candidate set up by a recognised State Party at any election to the loeal bodies in the
State, whether such party is a State Papiy.dn the State or not, shall choose, and shall be ailotted
the symbel reserved for that party by the Eleclion Commission of India and no other symbol :

Provided that a State party recognised in the Maharashtra State shall get the symbol reserved
for it : - ' ' .
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Provided further that when more than one political party is recogrized in Stetes other than

——y

Maharashira and have the same symhol, reserved in different Stales, the State Election
Commission shall allot such reserved symbol only to that State Purty whose applicution for
regisiration under para 3 of the Maharashira Registration of Political Parties Order, 2009, is first
received by the Comnmission and the Slute Partics whosc applicalions far such registration are
recelved thereafler, shall be allotted symbols other than those reserved for them.

(3} Tn any election to the locul bodies in the State, a rescrved symbol shall not be chosen by, or
allotted Lo any candidate other than a candidate set up by a recognised politieal party for whom
such symbol has been reserved, even if no candidate has been sct up by such party in such election.

7. Concession io candidates set up-by an unrecognised political pariy which was
earlier recognised as a National or State Party.—IIl a political party, which is unrecognised
‘at present but was a recognised Naitional Party or State Party in Maharashtra State not earlier
than six yeurs from the date of announcement, of election, set up a candidate at an election in a
constiluency in any Zilla Parishad, Panchayat Samiti, Munici pil Corporation, Municipal Council
or Nagar Panchayat, as the case may be, then such candidate may, tu the exclusion of ali other
candidates in the constituency be allotied the gymbol reserved earler for that party when it was
a recognised National Party ar State Party in Maharashtra State, notwithstanding that such a
symbol iz not specified in the list of free symbols, on the fulfilment of each of the following conditions, -
namely :— _ _

(e} that an application is made to the Commission by the Party for exclusive allotment ol that
symbol tu the candidate set up by it, within a week after the declaration of the programme of
election by the commission ; :

(5] thut the said candidate has made a declaration in his nomination paper that he has been
set'up by that party at an election and that the party has also fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs
of this Order; : : -

(¢} that in the opinion of the Commission, there is no reasonable ground for refusing the
application for such allotment: ' '
_ Frovided thuat the provisions of this paragraph shall nol apply where the same symbol is
already reserved for sume other National Party or State Party. :

8. Choice of symbols by candidates of registered political parties or other eandidates
and allotment thereof.—{1) Any candidate at an election to local bodies in, the State other than
a eandidate set up by recognised political party shall choose and shall be allotted in accordanee
with the provisions hereinafter set out in this paragraph one of the symbols specified as free
symbols by the Commission. ' ' o

{2) Wherc any free symbol has been chosed by only one eandidate at such election, the
returning officer’ election officer shall allot that symbeol to that candidate and to no one elsc.

(3) Where the same [ree symbol has been chosen by several candidates at such election, thern,
it of thoge scveral, candidates only one is u candidate set up by registered political party, and all
the rest-ure independent candidates, the relurning officer shall allot that free symbol to the
candidate,set up by the registered politieal party and to no one else, and if of those several
candidates two or more are set up by differont regislered political parties and the rest are
independent candidates, the returning officer shall decide by lot te which of the two or maore
candidates set up by the different registered politieal parties that [ree symbol shall be allutted
and allot that symbol to the candidate on whom the lot falls and to no one else.

9. When a candidate shall be deemed to be set up by a registered political party.—
for the purpose of this order, a candidate shall be deemed fobe ser up by w political party, if and
onfy if.— :

{1} the candidate has made a declaration to Lhat effect in his nomination paper ;-

(2} fa) & notice in writing to that effect has been delivered to the Eeturning Officer of the
congtituency and the concerned Co]]e’cti_}r or Municipal Commissioner, as the cage may b

(i) the political party setting up cundidate at any election to Zilla Parishud shall
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communicate the names of the authorised persons in Form 1I-A prescribed under rule I5A of

the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads (Electoral [Hvisions and Conduct of Election} Rules, 1962

Such guthorised persons shall give notice of intimation of names of candidates in Form II-B

of the said rules ; : . _

(if) the pnlmcal part}' setting up candidate at any election to Panchayat Samiti ahall
eommunicate the nomes of the authorised persons in Form IT-A prescribed under rule I5A of
the Maharashtra Panchayat Samitis (Electoral Colleges and Conduct of Election) Rules, 1962,
Such authorised persons shall give notice of intimation ui" names of candidates in Form [I-BB
of the s#id rules ;

(f71) such notice and communication shall be sent to the Municipal Commissioner or, as
the case may be, the Collector for the purpese of elections to the Municipial! Corporations,
Municipal ‘Councils and Nagar Panchayats in the form preseribed in Annexure-l and
Annexure-II respectively.

{b) The said notice shall be signed in ink pen or ball point pen by the President, Seeretary or
any other, officer who is authorised by the party to send such notice. A notice signed on behalf of
the President, Secretary or the authorised person; or bearing a counter signature, or rubber stamp
signature or signed in any other manner, or a notice sent by fax, shall not be permissible. A notice,
which iz not 50 permissible, shall not be accepted by the Collector or the Returning Officer.

10. Notification containing list of symbals.— The commission shall, by one or more
notifications published in the Official (azette, specify,—
fz} the National Partios :
{b) the State Parties;
{c) the parties from other States for which symhbols have been reserved ;
{d} list of free symbols.
11, Powers of Commission to issue instructions. —The Cﬂmmlssmn mAY 1S8ue
instructions and directions,—
{a} for the clarificatien of any of the provision of this Order;
{&) for the removal of any difficulty which may arise in-relation to the implementation of
any such provisions ; and
{c) in relation te any matter with respect to the reservation and allotment of symbels to
the recopnised political parties, for which thig order makes ne provision or makes insufficient
provision, and provision is in the opinien of the Commiission necessary for the smooth and
orderly conduct of elections.




To,

Sir,

I hereby communicate that the followin
which is a National Party/ State Party
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ANNEXURE I
Communication with regard to Authorised Persons to intimate Names of
Candidates set up by the Political Party
{upplicable only to the elections of Municipal Corporations, Municipal Councils
and Nagar Panchayata)

The Municipal Commissioner, Municipal CoTpOTation........ceoeeires oo
The Collector, DAstrict ...ooee oo
The Returning Officer, Municipal Corporation ..o oo

for the ward (constituency) ...........ocoooevorvvones .
. ~ Munteipal Couneil .........looeoomeoeeescernoooo

T

Bub.—General election/Bye-election to Mumicipal Corporation / Munimpal Council/
Nagar Panchayat ......c.oocoooeooovvoeno .. Digtriet oo verresscanen e ndillotimient of

Symbols-Auvtherisation of persons to intimate names of candidates.

g person(s) has’have been authorised hy the party,
fRegistered unrecognised Political Party to intimate Lhe
names of the candidates propoged to be set by the party at the election cited ahove :—

send natice

Name of Person .Na-me of office Wards (Constituencies) of the ...
authorised to held in the Party  Munieipal Corporatien/Municipal Couneil/
Nagar Panchayat in respect of which he

. - has been authorised
(1) {2} ) {3}

.y

{2

Place -
Date

Specimen signatuve of Shri ............._.....

& O 11 DN
(L)t e e e

Specimen signature of Shri
) O Fi0 DO

2. 'The specimen signature of the above mentioned person(s) so authorised are giverI below:—

(IELF oo et e
Specimen signature of Shri
(1) e reervreeniae e (O} o e
711 D
Yoursz faithfully,
President /Seeretary,
(Signature in ink pen or ball point pen)

Name of Party
{Seal of the Party). .

s the Patfty, in ink pen or ball pen!

N.B.—The communication shall be signed by the President, Secretary or the Officer anthoriaed
by ... '
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' ' ANNEXURE H
-Notice as to names of candidates set up by the Political Party
{applicable only lo the elections of Municipal Gurpuratmns,Mumc:pdl Councils
and Nagar, Panchayats)

Ta,
1. The Municipal Commisgioner, N_lummpal L"nrparatmn
2. The Collector, District .
3. The Returning Ofﬂcer,- "H'lunim'pal Cnrpuratiﬂn
for the ward {(constitueney) ... . et
"'n’l‘ummpal f‘nunml T
Sub.—Election to Municipal Corpnratmn ﬂ'ﬁ'[ummp:a.l Cuunc:ll ." ’\Tagnr Pd_nr:hu}mt
Setting up of Candidates
" 8ir,

1 hereby give notice that the fellowing persons have been set by .
party as its candidates at the ensuing General Election / Bye-election ['mm thE “ard l\m

of .. .. Municipal Corporation/Municipal Luunul { Nagar Pdn-;hdy..tt letI‘ILt
as nnted dgmnat cach ward.

Nu. . Nd]TlL of the Father'sf - Postal Name of the subatitute Father's’  Postal
andfor  Approved Hushand's Addreas of candidate (Who) will Hushand’s - address of
Name Candidates  name of the the Approved ste-in, in the event name of the  subshtute

of the Approved ‘Candidate of the approved substitute  candidate
Ward Candidatc candidate’s nomination caandidiate
. : being rojecled o
; ' guealiny
(1} (2} e {4} (5} {6) (7}
Place )
Date . ' Yours faithially,

{Name and Signature of the
authorised persons of the Party)
(Signature 10 ink pen or ball point pen)

Naime of the Party
(Seal of the Party).

N.E.—«.[i} The communication shall be signed, by the President, Secretary or the Officer authorised
by the Party, in ink pen or ball point pen.

{11} Thiz must be delivered to the Returning Officer not later than 8- ﬂﬂ p.m. on the last date
for submitting nomination by the Gand1date

NAND LAL,
Stale Election Commissioner,
Maharashtra.
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STATE ELECTION COMMISSION, MAHARASHTRA
New Administrative Building, Hutatma Rajguru Chowk
Madame Cama Road, Mumbai 400 032
Dated the 21st January 2017.

Order

MAHARASHTRA ELECTION SYMBOLS ( RESERVATION and ALLOTMENT) (AMENDMENT) ORDER, 2017.

No. SEC/RPP-2017/CR-07/D-11.—Whereas, the responsibility of superintendence, direction
and control of all elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities in the State is vested in the
State Election Commission, under Articles 243-K and 243-ZA of the Constitution of India ;

And Whereas, in the interest of holding elections to the Panchayats and Municipalities in
the State and Conduct of such elections in free, fair, transparent and efficient manner, the State
Election Commission, Maharashtra, by Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment)
Order, dated the 31st March, 2009, as amended from time to time, has made certain provisions, to
provide for certain matters incidental to the specification, reservation, choice and allotment of
symbols for political parties and for matters connected therewith ;

And whereas, there are provisions in the said order to allot the symbols reserved by Election
Commission of India for the Political parties recognised by the Election Commission of
India(currently 15 in the State), during Elections to any Local body in the state. Whereas all
other Registered political parties (which are not recognised by Election Commission of India)
are allotted different free symbol (by Lottery process wherever necessary) to its candidates for
different seats in the same local body elections ;

And whereas, several political parties have requested State Election Commission to amend
the above orders because above provisions lead to several difficulties during campaign period
since various candidates of one registered political party itself can get different free symbols
even in one local body election itself. And whereas, in pursuance to the above request, State
Election Commission feels that it may be possible to temporarily reserve a free symbol for a
registered political party for a specific local body provided that the political party has won five
percent of the seats in the immediate preceding general elections to that local body ;

And whereas, Nagarpalika, Nagarpanchayat, Mahanagarpalika, Zilla Parishad and all
Panchayat Samitis in it, are different and independent local bodies,above provisions will have
to be applied to each local body separately and independently ;

And whereas, in order to implement the above, the State Election Commission has come to
conclusion that, it is necessary to amend paragraph 4(1) and 8(1) and insert new paragraph 4(2A),
6(2A) and 7A in Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, dated the
31st March 2009 as amended from time to time. ;

Therefore, Maharashtra Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, dated the
31st March 2009, is amended as follows :—

Paragraph 4(1) is substituted by amended paragraph 4(1) as follows :—

“4(1) For the purpose of this order, symbols shall be either a reserve symbol or a free
symbol or a temporarily reserved free symbol.”

A new paragraph 4(2A) is introduced after the existing Paragraph 4(2), as follows :(—

“4(2A) ‘Temporarily reserved free symbol’ will be a symbol reserved for the registered
political party as per the provisions of Paragraph 7A of this order.”

A new paragraph 6(2A) is inserted after the Paragraph 6(2) as follows :—

“6(2A) A candidate set up by a registered political party for which a free symbol has
been declared as ‘temporarily reserved free symbol ’ by the competent authority as provided
in Paragraph 7A (1) of the order for any election to any local authority, shall choose and shall
be allotted such ‘ temporarily reserved free symbol ’ for that election in that local body and
no other symbol.
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A new paragraph 7A is introduced after the existing Paragraph 7, as follows :(—

“7A. Reservation of common symbol for Registered Political Party.—(1) A registered
political party whose candidates got elected to not less than five percent of the seats in a specific
local body in the immediate previous general election, subject to minimum of one seat, if the five
percent of the total seats in that local body comes to less than one, makes an application to the
Competent Authority as prescribed in following sub paragraph, to reserve a symbol out of the
free symbols for the candidates to be setup by the said party in the forthcoming election, in that
local body, the competent authority on verifying the terms and conditions laid down, declare the
free symbol to become a temporarily reserved free symbol for that registered political party for
that election, in that local body.

Explanation.—The elected representative shall have to be a candidate set up by the said
registered political party in the said immediately preceding general election. He will not be
considered merely because he is currently member of the said party.

(2) The Competent Authority for this clause will be “ Collector ” for elections to Zilla Parishads
Panchayat Samiti, Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats within his jurisdiction and “
Municipal Commissioner ” for the respective Municipal Corporation.

(8) (@) The application under the sub-clause (1) shall be made by a registered political party,
to the competent authority, at least three days before the first day fixed for accepting the
nominations for the election. The competent authority shall take decision on the application, at
least a day before the first day fixed for accepting the nominations, and immediately communicate
the decision to the Returning Officer/s appointed for the election of that local body and the
concerned registered political party.

Application under this clause shall be made for each Local Body independently. For example,
Zilla Parishad and Panchayat Samiti being seperate local bodies, independent applications shall
be made for each Zilla Parishad and/or Panchayat Samiti :

Provided that if more than one registered political parties make applications for the
reservation of same free symbol for the same local body to the competent authority within the
prescribed time limit and more than one of these registered political parties are found to be
eligible for temporarily reservation of free symbol, then such free symbol shall be allotted to the
registered political party whose application is first received by the competent authority and
other registered political parties be given choice to choose from the remaining free symbols.

(i1) The application shall be accompanied with the list of candidates set up by the registered
political party, who were elected in immediate previous general election held for the said
Local body and the certificate of the secretary of the local body certifying the said list of
elected candidates.

(iiz) The five percent seat of the local body will be arrived at by rounding it to the nearest
whole number. In any case number of seats arrived by this method shall not be less than one.

Explanation.—or determining the five percent seats of local body, decimal value below X.5
will be taken as X and decimal value equal to and above X.5 will be taken as X+1.

(iv) The Competent Authority will ascertain the number of seats won by candidates belonging
to the said political party from the secretary of the said local body.

(4) This temporarily reserved free symbol so declared by an order of competent authority
under this paragraph, shall cease to be a free symbol for that election, in that local body. It will
not be available for allotment to any other political party and / or candidate in that local body, for
that election.

Explanation.—The free symbol so declared as Temporarily Reserved Free Symbol, under
provision of this order, shall remain to be free symbol for any other election to that local body or
any election to any other local body
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Paragraph 8(1) of the Order shall be substituted as follows :—

“ 8. Choice of symbols by candidates of registered political parties or other
candidates and allotment thereof. — (I) Any candidate at an election to local bodies in the
State other than a candidate set up by recognised political party and a registered political party
for which a free symbol has been declared as “temporarily reserved free symbol” for the election
to that local body as provided in paragraph 7(A)(1) of the Order shall choose and shall be allotted
in accordance with the provisions hereinafter set out in this paragraph one of the symbols specified
as free symbols by the Commission, after excluding the free symbol declared as “temporarily
reserved free symbol”, if any under paragraph 7A(1) of this order.

By order of the State Election Commissioner,

SHEKHAR CHANNE,

Secretary,
State Election Commission, Maharashtra.

ON BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING, STATIONERY AND PUBLICATION, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY SHRI PARSHURAM JAGANNATH GOSAVI, PRINTED
AT GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, 21-A, NETAJI SUBHASH ROAD, CHARNI ROAD, MUMBAI 400 004 AND PUBLISHED AT DIRECTORATE OF GOVERNMENT PRINTING,
STATIONERY AND PUBLICATION, 21-A, NETAJI SUBHASH ROAD, CHARNI ROAD, MUMBAI 400 004, EDITOR : SHRI PARSHURAM JAGANNATH GOSAVIL
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